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PERIODICAL        TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

dith Perlin has a remarkable 
life story that involves many 
years of heartache and  
suffering. These days she  

shares the love of Jesus with people  
others have forgotten about — out on  
the streets and in the world every day.

God rescued Edith in 2002, changing her life forever. Edith had been an 
addict, sex trafficked, arrested, lost custody of her children, experienced 
many drug treatment programs, and spent 13 years in federal prison. 
Edith understands outreach, social services, homelessness, and relapse 
groups. In January 2017, God called her to the homeless community. 
She is now the Executive Director of Edith’s House and an ordained 
pastor, committed to empowering the community experiencing 
homelessness and educating the larger community.

Edith’s House forms outreach ministry teams who go out on the streets 
and into shelters, meeting homeless people where they are, offering 

“Bread broken 
and given ... 
wine poured and 
shared”

Lent Sermon Series 
February 26 - April 2
 
This Lent, we invite you to engage in the spiritual practice of seeking.  
Like the characters in our Lenten scriptures, we are also seeking many 
things: clarity, connection, wonder, justice, balance. We are seeking our 
calling, the sacred, and how to live as followers of Jesus. Throughout the 
turbulence of the past few years, many of us are asking big questions 
about our lives and our faith. We hope this series will help us unpack 
some of those big questions in ways that are honest and faithful. 
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If the love and joy of Advent and 
Christmas were an aroma, this sea-
son our church smelled like freshly 
baked sugar cookies!  It was magical, 
beginning with the Christmas Tea and 
traditional Advent Workshop early in 
December, and the Advent sermons 
spoken by Danielle and Steve from 
the pulpit each Sunday. We heard 
God-inspired words shared by Edith 
Perlin, the dedicated founder of Edith’s 
House (and recipient of the this year’s 
Special Christmas offering). Lindy 
personally reflected on her deep grief 
in our Longest Night services. Parables 
held its first dedicated Christmas Eve 
service in the Chapel (be sure to read 
about how Danielle described that 
lively service!) And you, our faithful 
community, brought YOUR joy to our 
Advent, Christmas Eve, and Christmas 
Day worship services! We thank all of 
YOU— our members and friends— 
who generously shared your gifts of 
time, treasure, and talent to create 
this sparkly season. Enjoy this issue of 
inspire in celebration of all the gifts we 
experienced this Advent and Christ-
mas season.CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >  
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BREAD BROKEN, WINE POURED AND SHARED 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

them food, water, hygiene kits, 
and prayers. Edith also helps 
bring people off the street and 
has housed over 50 people at 
Edith’s House, a six-bedroom 
home in North Minneapolis. 

One of the Edith’s House Board’s goals 
this year is to pay off the $56,000 mortgage on the home.

In 2021, Edith’s House was the recipient of a $40,000 Dough grant 
from Wayzata Community Church — and this year is the recipi-
ent of WCC’s Special Christmas offering. With a generous $50,000 
matching gift, your offerings came to $94,162 — the largest spe-
cial offering WCC has ever received! We are grateful for your gen-
erous gifts, and we are grateful to Edith, who in her amazing faith 
and grace, inspires us to shine our light in the world.  

On December 11 Edith spoke in worship, sharing the heart of her 
mission and these inspired words: “If someone hadn’t rescued 
me, today I wouldn’t be reaching you in God’s world. Where there 
is light, there is hope, hope that comes from each and every one 
of you here. You reach out and touch someone with the love of Je-

sus Christ. Blessed are you — you are the merciful. 
Blessed are you — you are the peacemakers. We 
are all channels of God’s peace and instruments of 
his love. 

People are hungry for God’s love, and we are the 
hands and feet of Jesus— to bring the message of 
God to this world ... What is God calling each one 
of you here to do today? If you see somebody that 
needs to be helped, help them. If you see some-
thing that needs to be done, do it. If you see some-
thing that needs to be changed, change it. Each 
one of you must be bread broken and given, wine 
poured and shared. We must not be vessels that 
store up ... but reservoirs that pour out continually, 
giving to the world. 

Today, be beacons, with your light shining with 
the love of Jesus, and always be his hands, his feet, 
and his heart. Let’s ... ask God where he wants us 
to bring the Kingdom to the world, and the world 
back to the Kingdom.” 

Edith, you are a blessing and an inspiration. Amen.

Top photo: Edith sharing her faith and love. Photo below: 
some of the WCC members who serve on an Outreach  
team with Edith’s House.

M
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People, 
Purpose and
Pause 
BY JOHN HALLBERG 
MODERATOR 

love the image on a local 
church website that says 
“Church is who we are, not 
where we go.” Our church 
has always been shaped and 

moved forward by our staff AND our 
lay volunteers. We are blessed to 
have many people who care deeply 
about our church. At the December 
Church Council meeting, we had 
the opportunity to hear from a dedi-
cated group of volunteers, and staff 
members, who have led the strate-
gic planning process over the last 
two plus years. Under the leadership 
of Ann Shaw, and with the help of 
Tod Bolsinger from Fuller Seminary, 
this group has worked tirelessly to 
help develop the vision and the ca-
pabilities we need to continue to 
thrive as a church. There were four 
groups, each focused on a different 
aspect of the strategic plan.

Immediate Past Moderator Meg 
Good and Kris Sanford provided rec-
ommendations on our church struc-
ture and governance, starting with 
our evolving Co-Lead Minister model 
and including recommendations on 
our volunteer leadership roles and 
the boards and committees that 
support our ministries. Jim Gessford 
and staff members Jodie Nyberg and 
Steven Olan led a group that looked 
at faith formation, and how WCC can 
better support all members on their 
faith journeys.

Erin Head and Associate Minister 
Dan Stark led a group that tackled 
the important topic of how WCC can

follow Jesus into a changing world. 
They engaged dozens of other 
church members in this work and 
tried some small scale programs to 
increase our impact in the broader 
community. Finally, Jim Jensen and
Operations Director Dave Knoll 
looked at the changing metrics that 
can help us measure how WCC is 
engaging our members and how 
we can better allocate our resources 
to align with our vision.

You will hear more later this year 
about next steps in our strategic 
planning process, but I wanted to 
take this opportunity to thank this 
group of amazing people who have 
worked for over two years to help us
live out our vision to inspire the 
world with the inclusive love of Je-
sus.

Whether you tuned in online or at-
tended in the Sanctuary or the Chap-
el, you heard frequently in worship 
this fall and during Advent about 
spiritual practices — things that we 
each can do to listen to what God is 
calling us to do. I am grateful to our 
clergy for providing these ideas that 
allow us to center ourselves and be 
open to listen for God. These spir-
itual practices — breathing in and 
breathing out, thinking of people for 
whom you are grateful, reading and 
repeating a short passage — height-
en our ability to break through the 
clutter of our daily lives. I’ve started 
to use some of these practices and 
though I still have a long way to go, 
they have helped me to slow down 

and listen to what God is asking me 
to do. I feel a stronger sense of pur-
pose every time I pause to listen.

And, speaking of pause, I made a 
point this year to attend WCC’s an-
nual Blue Christmas/Longest Night 
worship service on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 20th. It had been a few years 
since I had gone, and I was so glad I
did. All our clergy participated, with 
Lindy Purdy delivering a heartfelt 
message about her journey with 
grief. Just ahead of the message, 
Autumn Toussaint read For Grief by 
John O’Donohue, which talks about 
the loss of a loved one. The passage 
ends with “The wound of loss will 
heal and you will have learned… to 
enter the hearth in your soul where 
your loved one has awaited your re-
turn all the time.” This pause on a 
dark winter night was exactly what I 
needed to fill my soul. And while it’s 
almost a year away, I hope to see you 
at this service 11 months from now.

Until then, I’ll see you in church!

“You heard in  
worship this fall and  
during Advent about 
spiritual practices — 
things that we each can 
do to listen to what God 
is calling us to do. I am 
grateful to our clergy for 
providing these ideas 
that allow us to center 
ourselves and be open to 
listen for God.” 
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The Christmas Tea
and Nativity Display

This year, the Board of Fellowship and the Art & Design Committee 
teamed up to create a fresh and welcoming invitation into the Advent 
season at Wayzata Community Church. The tea started in the Sanctuary, 
where we heard a beautiful, original story written and narrated by Rev. 
Lindy Purdy, followed by a gathering in Founders Hall to enjoy a dessert 
“potluck” with tea and a time of fellowship.

Early in November the WCC Art & Design Committee had invited WCC 
members to share their beloved nativities to create a display for the 
Christmas Tea.  Many people responded and the sacred scenes were set 
up on tables surrounding Founders Hall — over 30 were on display.  
Members and visitors were able to enjoy these special creche scenes 
through most of December.

Left: Board of Fellowship members (left to right) Linda Marlin, Stacy Park  
and Shirley Fossey decorated Founders Hall and with members of the  
Board of Fellowship hosted the Christmas Tea on December 1.

Special thanks to Lindy McClure, 
Lisette Chapman, Nancy Holmes,  
Jan Krier, Sandy Seibert, Joyce 
Beauchane, Bonnie Schindler, 
Peggy Douglas and John Estrem 
of the Art & Design Committee  
for organizing and installing the 
Christmas Nativity displays in 
Founders Hall.
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GENEROSITY 2023 
 
We are grateful to everyone who has pledged for 2023 in support of the minis-
tries of Wayzata Community Church. Our church community continues to show 
how, when we give, we inspire the world with the inclusive love of Jesus. If you 
haven’t pledged yet, it’s not too late. Just go to WCCpledge.org. THANK YOU!  
The pledges listed here reflect those received by December 31, 2021.
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BAPTISMS
• Oakton Jameson Pietsch, son of Sanibel   
 Randolph & Brad Pietsch 
• Elena Juliette Reynolds, daughter of David &   
 Elizabeth Reynolds 
•  Jack Jensen, son of Kelly & Carter Jensen.  
• James Craig Schendel, son of Anne & Dillon   
 Schendel. 
• Summer Elise Beste, daughter of Lindsey Beste  
 & Daniel Ryan Shuman.
• Liliana (Lili) Escen, daughter of Amanda & Mark  
 Escen.

CARES
If we can be helpful before or during your hospital 
stay, please call our Pastoral staff at the church, 952-
473-8877.

CONDOLENCES
• Family and friends of Ernal Nienaber, who died  
 on October 27, 2022.
• Lindy Purdy, Ty & Tracy Purdy, and Alyssa Purdy,  
 along with many  friends on the death John   
 Purdy, October 28, 2022. 
• Krista Johnson on the death of her mother,   
 Bette Johnson, on November 9, 2022.
• Sons Sam and Joe Kottke, along with many   
 friends, on the death of David Kottke, November  
 29, 2022. 
• Doug Brown, Robyn Sauer, and Doug Brown   
 on the death of wife and mother, Lynn Brown,  
 on December 1, 2022. 
• Robbin and Laura Julien and family on the death  
 of their daughter and sister, Layla Julien on  
 December 13, 2022. 
• Kurt Hellberg on the death of his wife, Nancy   
 Hellberg on January 6, 2023.
• Jim Cox on the death of his wife, Nancy Cox on  
 January 6, 2023.  

Ministry of Presence 
In any circumstance, people who have experienced 
the death of a family member are heartbroken and 
in need of pastoral guidance and emotional support. 
These emotions seem to be felt even more acutely 
during the holidays.  Just before Christmas, we were 
asked to host and officiate a memorial service for a 
family who had lost their young daughter to cancer. 
They anticipated many friends would attend, and 
our beautiful Sanctuary was a perfect space for this 
service. When the family asked us if we could do 
it so close to Christmas, we knew it was another 
opportunity to offer what we call the ministry of 
presence. 

Walking with people during seasons of grief and loss 
is one of the greatest honors we have as a church 
community. Offering the ministry of presence is 
offering to walk alongside people as they grieve 
losses. It’s opening our doors a few days before 
Christmas so that a family and those that love them 
can say goodbye and celebrate a life. It’s doing what 
Jesus so often did when people around him were in 
pain: he offered a gentle word, a healing touch, and a 
safe place to grieve. 

Our pastoral team and our entire staff believe that 
it’s a privilege to offer the ministry of presence for 
those in need, and it was an honor to host this dear 
family, beloved parents and sister, friends and family, 
and everyone who attended virtually via livestream. 
Ministering in times of grief is one of the best things 
we do here at WCC. We’re so grateful to be able to 
offer the ministry of presence in this way. 
                                                                 —Rev. Steve Wiens

Jodie’s  board and 
advent workshop
Art and design 
committee decor 
and crèche dis-
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Advent Workshop 
 
For 25 years Children’s Ministry has hosted the Advent Workshop to kick  
off the Advent season. This year Jodie Nyberg and her amazing Board 
members created another unique, creative event that drew over 120 
children, youth, parents and grandparents to the Gym on December 4th.  
Advent Workship is a joyful way to usher in the season and prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the Christ child. We spent the afternoon making a 
variety of creative craft projects  (there were over 26 craft stations to choose 
from!) while listening to Christmas music and enjoying hot chocolate and 
other Christmas treats. We love that Advent Workshop is multi-generation-
al— from our littlest children, to our middle school volunteer “elves” who 
helped at the craft stations and snack table, to parents and grandparents 
who enjoyed the afternoon with their kids and grandkids.    
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Magic Maker
Carla Jacobsen

It takes a village to make ministry events happen, and it is always welcomed when 
one person steps up to offer their unique skills, talents and joyful attitude. WCC 
member Carla Jacobsen has shared her talent over and over again, behind the scenes, 
creating the beauty you have seen in many moments of magic. Most recently, the 
fruits of her creativity and labor were on display in the Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant 
in the Sanctuary. In the past two years, Carla essentially re-built the faces and spiffed 
up the wardobes of our larger-than-life Three Kings puppets, as well as the trio of shep-
herds. These guys have all been part of the Christmas pageants since 1990 and were in 
need of a major refresh.  

With her special seamstress skills, Carla also created a new flock of angels for this year’s 
service. While their childlike faces were adorable, the “retired” angels needed a rest. Our 
new angels sport fresh frocks, sparkles, and bells!

Last fall, Carla worked with Michele Ramert to refresh the “Care of You” Room off the 
Graceland Gym.  She chose new fabrics and recovered the sofas and chairs, and made 
new throw pillows for the space. Carla and her husband, Andy, were co-creators of the larger-than-life lighted angel that 
was part of our Christmas Story in Lights drive-through event in 2020 & 2021. And, together they designed and painted 
the interactive Wizard of Oz talking head featured in our 2018 Good Works Community Theater show!

“I feel it’s important to share whatever gifts we have,” Carla reflected. “I love to make things, and I really feel lucky that I 
can design for WCC. I feel like creativity isn’t the most important part of our faith — but I am a small reflection of God the 
Creator.  So that’s what I have to give.”  WCC is one of the blessed recipients of those gifts! 

“I am a small  
reflection of God  
the Creator... that’s 
what I have to give.”

Carla (at right, above) shown with the Three Kings 
and Shepherd puppets and volunteer puppeteers at 
the 2022 Build Your Own Nativity service. 

A sabbatical is a period of paid 
leave granted to people in cer-
tain professions for study or 
travel, and WCC has a tradition 
of providing periodic sabbatical 
leaves to our clergy. The word 
‘sabbatical’ is derived from the 
word Sabbath and, as you know, 
the Sabbath is the last day of the 
week, dedicated to rest and con-
nection with God.

Co-Lead Minister Danielle Jones 
will be taking a sabbatical later 
this spring, with some initial sab-
batical-related travel scheduled 
for February. Danielle will be 
away from WCC from April 17 until July 31.

Danielle was originally scheduled to take her sabbatical 
in 2022, but she graciously offered to delay her sabbati-
cal until this year to facilitate a smooth transition to our 
Co-Lead Minister leadership model and to help onboard 
Steve Wiens and other new staff members. We are grate-
ful for that gesture, and excited that Danielle will be able 
to take this time away.

Danielle has chosen to focus her sabbatical study on 
developing the wholeness that leads to reconciliation.
Wholeness is defined as “the state of forming a complete 
and harmonious whole; unity”. In her sabbatical propos-
al, Danielle talked about how, due in part to COVID, our 
church life has been fragmented in a multitude of ways. 
Danielle wants to explore the idea that the first step to-
ward reconciliation is living into personal rhythms of 
wholeness that deepen our faith, expand our work with 
purpose, and allow us to live as reconciling agents in our 
community.

Danielle’s sabbatical plan has many parts, including:
• A pre-sabbatical adult faith class for our members, 
which began on January 17. The group is diving into the 
Margaret Silf book Inner Compass: An Invitation to Igna-
tian Spirituality. Ignatian Spirituality is one way to regu-
larly read scripture, reflect on God’s work in our daily lives, 
and to grow in faith. Each session includes prayer, medi-
tation on a piece of scripture, and conversation about the 
book’s material and how we are noticing God in daily life.

• Pre-sabbatical travel, with her 
husband and daughters, to begin 
the process of deeper connection 
and family adventure, and by so 
doing live into wholeness.

• Travel to California in April and 
early May to meet with Tod Bols-
inger, Danielle’s leadership coach, 
and also meet with a couple of 
trusted spiritual companions.

• Summer Institute for Reconcili-
ation at the Duke Divinity School 
in May.

•  Additional adult faith formation 
opportunities later in 2023 focused on wholeness and 
reconciliation.

There will be multiple benefits for our congregation as a 
result of this sabbatical. We will have the chance to con-
sider wholeness as individuals who are part of a larger 
church community; we will be able to explore our work as 
a congregation called to live in the way of reconciliation, 
and we will have a senior clergy member who is seeking 
to lead out of a place of wholeness and fullness with God.

As part of her sabbatical process, Danielle applied for 
a grant through the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal 
Program. I am pleased to report that Lilly awarded WCC 
$45,000, which can be used by Danielle to support her 
travels, conferences and other study and can be used by 
WCC to support congregational faith formation programs 
and to engage guest preachers as may be needed dur-
ing her time away.  Danielle, Steve Wiens, Dan Stark and 
Lindy Purdy are working to firm up that pulpit schedule.

I was blessed to be part of a small group of WCC mem-
bers who advised Danielle on her sabbatical proposal in 
2022. We are all excited to see Danielle get this much-
deserved time away and deepen her wholeness and full-
ness with God. We will all be the beneficiaries of this time 
of study and reflection.

—John Hallberg, Moderator 

Sabbath:  
Dedicated to Rest and Connection with God 

REV. DANIELLE JONES 
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COMING UP AT WCC

Ash Wednesday 
FEBRUARY 22, 2023 
Services at 12 Noon and 6:30 p.m. 
Join us on Wednesday, February 22 as 
we begin the season of Lent together 
with Ash Wednesday services at 12:00 
noon and 6:30 p.m. Both services will be 
in the Chapel. Reverend Dan Stark will 
be preaching. 

Lent is a 40 day day season of fast-
ing (not including Sundays) that is an 
imitation of Jesus’ time in the wilder-
ness before he began his public min-
istry. Lent invites us into a prolonged 
time of self-reflection, fasting, service, 
and giving that prepares us for Easter. 
The journey begins on Ash Wednesday 
when we remind one another that we 
are dust and that one day we will return 
to the dust. We will worship together 
with music, reflection, confession, and 
the imposition of ashes. 

Mission in Motion
FEBRUARY 22, 2023 
4:30-6:30 p.m. in the Graceland Gym 
All ages and stages (preschool through 
5th grade) are invited to join us on the first 
day of Lent (Ash Wednesday) as we work 
together to help others in the community 
and world. We’ll have 10 mission experi-
ences for kids to learn about needs in the 
world and do a hands-on project to help 
others. Kids are given a “kindness pass-
port” which is stamped each time they fin-
ish a project. Projects include: filling bags 
with art supplies and games for the Ronald McDonald House, creating care 
cards for chronically sick children, filling bags with beans and rice for the 
food shelf, and making sandwiches for the Sandwich Project. Sandwiches 
will be delivered on the streets of Minneapolis the next day! Let’s walk into 
Lent together with a spirit of love and care toward others. Mission in Motion 
is hosted by Jodie Nyberg and the Elementary Ministries Board.

Summer Camp 2023   
REGISTER NOW FOR THE BEST WEEK OF YOUR SUMMER! 
Believing that each student is unique, unrepeatable miracle of God, 
we seek to welcome kids to join us for Summer Camp. Through a 
relational style of ministry it is our goal to provide each student with a 
personal encounter with Jesus Christ. We work hard to help everyone 
at camp see what their next step of faith is and all are welcome to ex-
plore faith in a safe and respectful environment. Register now for the 
best week of your summer!  Visit www. wayzatacommunitychurch.
org/summer-camp-registration for a camp brochure and to register!

2023 Summer Camp Dates
High School Session
Tuesday, June 13-Sunday, June 18, 2023

Middle School Sessions
Session 1: Saturday, June 24-Friday, June 29, 2023
Session 2: Monday, July 10-Saturday, July 15, 2023

Elementary Sessions
Session 1: Tuesday, June 20- Friday, June 23, 2023
Session 2: Thursday, July 6-Sunday, July 9, 2023

Christmas 2022   

Our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services  
were joyful and wonderful celebrations of the birth of our 
Savior, each beautiful and sacred in their own ways. In  
addition to people who joined us via livestream, we 
welcomed over 2300 members and friends into worship  
this Christmas. 
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M I S S I O N  S U N D A Y

Putting our faith into action by loving and serving our neighbors

The season of Lent begins again on February 22. Lent is a 40 day journey of fasting, prayer, and alms giv-
ing as we make the journey toward Holy Week and Easter Sunday. Alms giving is the intentional practice 
of giving to those in need.  As we focus on alms giving during Lent we hope to raise awareness about our 
mission partners and to engage as many members as possible in mission in 2023. 

A committee of the Board of Mission and Outreach is planning a Mission Sunday on March 12 in 
Founders Hall from 8:45 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The goal of Mission Sunday is to inform our church about 
our mission engagement and to present the congregation with a wide variety of volunteer opportuni-
ties.  This will be a festive and engaging way to highlight our mission partners while giving you a chance 
to partner with them and other WCC members in doing their good work in the world.  

Mark your calendar and join us for Mission Sunday as we seek to put our faith into action by loving and 
serving our neighbors.

Serve PARABLES CHRISTMAS
While the Parables Special Needs, Special Gifts Sunday morning service has always been celebrated in 
the Chapel, this is the first year that Parables has hosted a service on Christmas Eve! It was a full house (as 
it is nearly every Sunday), brimming with noisy joy, with Charles Lazarus in the house on trumpet, accompa-
nied by amazing musicians singing loud for all to hear, celebrating the birth of Jesus! 

It is pretty typical in a Parables 
service to experience lots of noise 
and people moving about. Our 
feeling is “when the spirit moves you” — you respond! 
We are all welcome just as we are, which is made in 
the image of God.  So during our Christmas service, we 
responded as we usually do when passing the peace 
— waving across the room, hugging, and shouting our 
“hellos!” and “welcomes!” to each other. The greetings 
just kept going on and on! At one point, standing up at 
the altar, Danielle looked out over the big crowd mill-
ing about the Chapel and said, laughing, “Oh my gosh 
you guys— it sounds like a cocktail party in here!” And 
thanks to the schedule of all the Christmas Eve servic-
es, our entire clergy team was able to participate in the 
Parables Christmas service. 

Our Special Needs Ministries, led by Michele Ramert, 
and our Parables Sunday services, led by Autumn 
Toussaint and Rev. Lindy Purdy,  have grown this year 
— through word of mouth and personal invitation. 
We are blessed by quite a few new families attending 
Parables, as well as young adults.  If you haven’t been 
to a Parables service, we’d love to see you— 10:15 a.m in 
the Chapel every Sunday.  Get ready to be welcomed 
for being yourself,  just as you are. 

FOOD PACKING AT EVERY MEAL  
Sign up for a two-hour shift to help 
feed hungry kids!  Visit Every Meal’s 
warehouse with your family, your small 
group from WCC, or a group of friends. 
Volunteers form assembly lines to pack 
bags of food that contain approximately 
four meals of non-perishable food, 
including a variety of fruits, vegetables, 
proteins, grains, and soups/entrees. 
These food bags are distributed into chil-
dren’s backpacks on Thursdays/Fridays 

to help their families over the weekends. Packing food is a great way 
to spend time with friends and family while helping to feed hun-
gry kids!  For more information contact Danielle Jones at djones@
wayzatacommunitychurch.org.

Visit volunteer.everymeal.org to choose a time that works for you! 
The Every Meal Warehouse is in Roseville, MN.
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Magic Maker
Carla Jacobsen

It takes a village to make ministry events happen, and it is always welcomed when 
one person steps up to offer their unique skills, talents and joyful attitude. WCC 
member Carla Jacobsen has shared her talent over and over again, behind the scenes, 
creating the beauty you have seen in many moments of magic. Most recently, the 
fruits of her creativity and labor were on display in the Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant 
in the Sanctuary. In the past two years, Carla essentially re-built the faces and spiffed 
up the wardobes of our larger-than-life Three Kings puppets, as well as the trio of shep-
herds. These guys have all been part of the Christmas pageants since 1990 and were in 
need of a major refresh.  

With her special seamstress skills, Carla also created a new flock of angels for this year’s 
service. While their childlike faces were adorable, the “retired” angels needed a rest. Our 
new angels sport fresh frocks, sparkles, and bells!

Last fall, Carla worked with Michele Ramert to refresh the “Care of You” Room off the 
Graceland Gym.  She chose new fabrics and recovered the sofas and chairs, and made 
new throw pillows for the space. Carla and her husband, Andy, were co-creators of the larger-than-life lighted angel that 
was part of our Christmas Story in Lights drive-through event in 2020 & 2021. And, together they designed and painted 
the interactive Wizard of Oz talking head featured in our 2018 Good Works Community Theater show!

“I feel it’s important to share whatever gifts we have,” Carla reflected. “I love to make things, and I really feel lucky that I 
can design for WCC. I feel like creativity isn’t the most important part of our faith — but I am a small reflection of God the 
Creator.  So that’s what I have to give.”  WCC is one of the blessed recipients of those gifts! 

“I am a small  
reflection of God  
the Creator... that’s 
what I have to give.”

Carla (at right, above) shown with the Three Kings 
and Shepherd puppets and volunteer puppeteers at 
the 2022 Build Your Own Nativity service. 

A sabbatical is a period of paid 
leave granted to people in cer-
tain professions for study or 
travel, and WCC has a tradition 
of providing periodic sabbatical 
leaves to our clergy. The word 
‘sabbatical’ is derived from the 
word Sabbath and, as you know, 
the Sabbath is the last day of the 
week, dedicated to rest and con-
nection with God.

Co-Lead Minister Danielle Jones 
will be taking a sabbatical later 
this spring, with some initial sab-
batical-related travel scheduled 
for February. Danielle will be 
away from WCC from April 17 until July 31.

Danielle was originally scheduled to take her sabbatical 
in 2022, but she graciously offered to delay her sabbati-
cal until this year to facilitate a smooth transition to our 
Co-Lead Minister leadership model and to help onboard 
Steve Wiens and other new staff members. We are grate-
ful for that gesture, and excited that Danielle will be able 
to take this time away.

Danielle has chosen to focus her sabbatical study on 
developing the wholeness that leads to reconciliation.
Wholeness is defined as “the state of forming a complete 
and harmonious whole; unity”. In her sabbatical propos-
al, Danielle talked about how, due in part to COVID, our 
church life has been fragmented in a multitude of ways. 
Danielle wants to explore the idea that the first step to-
ward reconciliation is living into personal rhythms of 
wholeness that deepen our faith, expand our work with 
purpose, and allow us to live as reconciling agents in our 
community.

Danielle’s sabbatical plan has many parts, including:
• A pre-sabbatical adult faith class for our members, 
which began on January 17. The group is diving into the 
Margaret Silf book Inner Compass: An Invitation to Igna-
tian Spirituality. Ignatian Spirituality is one way to regu-
larly read scripture, reflect on God’s work in our daily lives, 
and to grow in faith. Each session includes prayer, medi-
tation on a piece of scripture, and conversation about the 
book’s material and how we are noticing God in daily life.

• Pre-sabbatical travel, with her 
husband and daughters, to begin 
the process of deeper connection 
and family adventure, and by so 
doing live into wholeness.

• Travel to California in April and 
early May to meet with Tod Bols-
inger, Danielle’s leadership coach, 
and also meet with a couple of 
trusted spiritual companions.

• Summer Institute for Reconcili-
ation at the Duke Divinity School 
in May.

•  Additional adult faith formation 
opportunities later in 2023 focused on wholeness and 
reconciliation.

There will be multiple benefits for our congregation as a 
result of this sabbatical. We will have the chance to con-
sider wholeness as individuals who are part of a larger 
church community; we will be able to explore our work as 
a congregation called to live in the way of reconciliation, 
and we will have a senior clergy member who is seeking 
to lead out of a place of wholeness and fullness with God.

As part of her sabbatical process, Danielle applied for 
a grant through the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal 
Program. I am pleased to report that Lilly awarded WCC 
$45,000, which can be used by Danielle to support her 
travels, conferences and other study and can be used by 
WCC to support congregational faith formation programs 
and to engage guest preachers as may be needed dur-
ing her time away.  Danielle, Steve Wiens, Dan Stark and 
Lindy Purdy are working to firm up that pulpit schedule.

I was blessed to be part of a small group of WCC mem-
bers who advised Danielle on her sabbatical proposal in 
2022. We are all excited to see Danielle get this much-
deserved time away and deepen her wholeness and full-
ness with God. We will all be the beneficiaries of this time 
of study and reflection.

—John Hallberg, Moderator 

Sabbath:  
Dedicated to Rest and Connection with God 

REV. DANIELLE JONES 
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BAPTISMS
• Oakton Jameson Pietsch, son of Sanibel   
 Randolph & Brad Pietsch 
• Elena Juliette Reynolds, daughter of David &   
 Elizabeth Reynolds 
•  Jack Jensen, son of Kelly & Carter Jensen.  
• James Craig Schendel, son of Anne & Dillon   
 Schendel. 
• Summer Elise Beste, daughter of Lindsey Beste  
 & Daniel Ryan Shuman.
• Liliana (Lili) Escen, daughter of Amanda & Mark  
 Escen.

CARES
If we can be helpful before or during your hospital 
stay, please call our Pastoral staff at the church, 952-
473-8877.

CONDOLENCES
• Family and friends of Ernal Nienaber, who died  
 on October 27, 2022.
• Lindy Purdy, Ty & Tracy Purdy, and Alyssa Purdy,  
 along with many  friends on the death John   
 Purdy, October 28, 2022. 
• Krista Johnson on the death of her mother,   
 Bette Johnson, on November 9, 2022.
• Sons Sam and Joe Kottke, along with many   
 friends, on the death of David Kottke, November  
 29, 2022. 
• Doug Brown, Robyn Sauer, and Doug Brown   
 on the death of wife and mother, Lynn Brown,  
 on December 1, 2022. 
• Robbin and Laura Julien and family on the death  
 of their daughter and sister, Layla Julien on  
 December 13, 2022. 
• Kurt Hellberg on the death of his wife, Nancy   
 Hellberg on January 6, 2023.
• Jim Cox on the death of his wife, Nancy Cox on  
 January 6, 2023.  

Ministry of Presence 
In any circumstance, people who have experienced 
the death of a family member are heartbroken and 
in need of pastoral guidance and emotional support. 
These emotions seem to be felt even more acutely 
during the holidays.  Just before Christmas, we were 
asked to host and officiate a memorial service for a 
family who had lost their young daughter to cancer. 
They anticipated many friends would attend, and 
our beautiful Sanctuary was a perfect space for this 
service. When the family asked us if we could do 
it so close to Christmas, we knew it was another 
opportunity to offer what we call the ministry of 
presence. 

Walking with people during seasons of grief and loss 
is one of the greatest honors we have as a church 
community. Offering the ministry of presence is 
offering to walk alongside people as they grieve 
losses. It’s opening our doors a few days before 
Christmas so that a family and those that love them 
can say goodbye and celebrate a life. It’s doing what 
Jesus so often did when people around him were in 
pain: he offered a gentle word, a healing touch, and a 
safe place to grieve. 

Our pastoral team and our entire staff believe that 
it’s a privilege to offer the ministry of presence for 
those in need, and it was an honor to host this dear 
family, beloved parents and sister, friends and family, 
and everyone who attended virtually via livestream. 
Ministering in times of grief is one of the best things 
we do here at WCC. We’re so grateful to be able to 
offer the ministry of presence in this way. 
                                                                 —Rev. Steve Wiens

Jodie’s  board and 
advent workshop
Art and design 
committee decor 
and crèche dis-
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Advent Workshop 
 
For 25 years Children’s Ministry has hosted the Advent Workshop to kick  
off the Advent season. This year Jodie Nyberg and her amazing Board 
members created another unique, creative event that drew over 120 
children, youth, parents and grandparents to the Gym on December 4th.  
Advent Workship is a joyful way to usher in the season and prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the Christ child. We spent the afternoon making a 
variety of creative craft projects  (there were over 26 craft stations to choose 
from!) while listening to Christmas music and enjoying hot chocolate and 
other Christmas treats. We love that Advent Workshop is multi-generation-
al— from our littlest children, to our middle school volunteer “elves” who 
helped at the craft stations and snack table, to parents and grandparents 
who enjoyed the afternoon with their kids and grandkids.    
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The Christmas Tea
and Nativity Display

This year, the Board of Fellowship and the Art & Design Committee 
teamed up to create a fresh and welcoming invitation into the Advent 
season at Wayzata Community Church. The tea started in the Sanctuary, 
where we heard a beautiful, original story written and narrated by Rev. 
Lindy Purdy, followed by a gathering in Founders Hall to enjoy a dessert 
“potluck” with tea and a time of fellowship.

Early in November the WCC Art & Design Committee had invited WCC 
members to share their beloved nativities to create a display for the 
Christmas Tea.  Many people responded and the sacred scenes were set 
up on tables surrounding Founders Hall — over 30 were on display.  
Members and visitors were able to enjoy these special creche scenes 
through most of December.

Left: Board of Fellowship members (left to right) Linda Marlin, Stacy Park  
and Shirley Fossey decorated Founders Hall and with members of the  
Board of Fellowship hosted the Christmas Tea on December 1.

Special thanks to Lindy McClure, 
Lisette Chapman, Nancy Holmes,  
Jan Krier, Sandy Seibert, Joyce 
Beauchane, Bonnie Schindler, 
Peggy Douglas and John Estrem 
of the Art & Design Committee  
for organizing and installing the 
Christmas Nativity displays in 
Founders Hall.
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We are grateful to everyone who has pledged for 2023 in support of the minis-
tries of Wayzata Community Church. Our church community continues to show 
how, when we give, we inspire the world with the inclusive love of Jesus. If you 
haven’t pledged yet, it’s not too late. Just go to WCCpledge.org. THANK YOU!  
The pledges listed here reflect those received by December 31, 2021.
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People, 
Purpose and
Pause 
BY JOHN HALLBERG 
MODERATOR 

love the image on a local 
church website that says 
“Church is who we are, not 
where we go.” Our church 
has always been shaped and 

moved forward by our staff AND our 
lay volunteers. We are blessed to 
have many people who care deeply 
about our church. At the December 
Church Council meeting, we had 
the opportunity to hear from a dedi-
cated group of volunteers, and staff 
members, who have led the strate-
gic planning process over the last 
two plus years. Under the leadership 
of Ann Shaw, and with the help of 
Tod Bolsinger from Fuller Seminary, 
this group has worked tirelessly to 
help develop the vision and the ca-
pabilities we need to continue to 
thrive as a church. There were four 
groups, each focused on a different 
aspect of the strategic plan.

Immediate Past Moderator Meg 
Good and Kris Sanford provided rec-
ommendations on our church struc-
ture and governance, starting with 
our evolving Co-Lead Minister model 
and including recommendations on 
our volunteer leadership roles and 
the boards and committees that 
support our ministries. Jim Gessford 
and staff members Jodie Nyberg and 
Steven Olan led a group that looked 
at faith formation, and how WCC can 
better support all members on their 
faith journeys.

Erin Head and Associate Minister 
Dan Stark led a group that tackled 
the important topic of how WCC can

follow Jesus into a changing world. 
They engaged dozens of other 
church members in this work and 
tried some small scale programs to 
increase our impact in the broader 
community. Finally, Jim Jensen and
Operations Director Dave Knoll 
looked at the changing metrics that 
can help us measure how WCC is 
engaging our members and how 
we can better allocate our resources 
to align with our vision.

You will hear more later this year 
about next steps in our strategic 
planning process, but I wanted to 
take this opportunity to thank this 
group of amazing people who have 
worked for over two years to help us
live out our vision to inspire the 
world with the inclusive love of Je-
sus.

Whether you tuned in online or at-
tended in the Sanctuary or the Chap-
el, you heard frequently in worship 
this fall and during Advent about 
spiritual practices — things that we 
each can do to listen to what God is 
calling us to do. I am grateful to our 
clergy for providing these ideas that 
allow us to center ourselves and be 
open to listen for God. These spir-
itual practices — breathing in and 
breathing out, thinking of people for 
whom you are grateful, reading and 
repeating a short passage — height-
en our ability to break through the 
clutter of our daily lives. I’ve started 
to use some of these practices and 
though I still have a long way to go, 
they have helped me to slow down 

and listen to what God is asking me 
to do. I feel a stronger sense of pur-
pose every time I pause to listen.

And, speaking of pause, I made a 
point this year to attend WCC’s an-
nual Blue Christmas/Longest Night 
worship service on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 20th. It had been a few years 
since I had gone, and I was so glad I
did. All our clergy participated, with 
Lindy Purdy delivering a heartfelt 
message about her journey with 
grief. Just ahead of the message, 
Autumn Toussaint read For Grief by 
John O’Donohue, which talks about 
the loss of a loved one. The passage 
ends with “The wound of loss will 
heal and you will have learned… to 
enter the hearth in your soul where 
your loved one has awaited your re-
turn all the time.” This pause on a 
dark winter night was exactly what I 
needed to fill my soul. And while it’s 
almost a year away, I hope to see you 
at this service 11 months from now.

Until then, I’ll see you in church!

“You heard in  
worship this fall and  
during Advent about 
spiritual practices — 
things that we each can 
do to listen to what God 
is calling us to do. I am 
grateful to our clergy for 
providing these ideas 
that allow us to center 
ourselves and be open to 
listen for God.” 
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BREAD BROKEN, WINE POURED AND SHARED 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

them food, water, hygiene kits, 
and prayers. Edith also helps 
bring people off the street and 
has housed over 50 people at 
Edith’s House, a six-bedroom 
home in North Minneapolis. 

One of the Edith’s House Board’s goals 
this year is to pay off the $56,000 mortgage on the home.

In 2021, Edith’s House was the recipient of a $40,000 Dough grant 
from Wayzata Community Church — and this year is the recipi-
ent of WCC’s Special Christmas offering. With a generous $50,000 
matching gift, your offerings came to $94,162 — the largest spe-
cial offering WCC has ever received! We are grateful for your gen-
erous gifts, and we are grateful to Edith, who in her amazing faith 
and grace, inspires us to shine our light in the world.  

On December 11 Edith spoke in worship, sharing the heart of her 
mission and these inspired words: “If someone hadn’t rescued 
me, today I wouldn’t be reaching you in God’s world. Where there 
is light, there is hope, hope that comes from each and every one 
of you here. You reach out and touch someone with the love of Je-

sus Christ. Blessed are you — you are the merciful. 
Blessed are you — you are the peacemakers. We 
are all channels of God’s peace and instruments of 
his love. 

People are hungry for God’s love, and we are the 
hands and feet of Jesus— to bring the message of 
God to this world ... What is God calling each one 
of you here to do today? If you see somebody that 
needs to be helped, help them. If you see some-
thing that needs to be done, do it. If you see some-
thing that needs to be changed, change it. Each 
one of you must be bread broken and given, wine 
poured and shared. We must not be vessels that 
store up ... but reservoirs that pour out continually, 
giving to the world. 

Today, be beacons, with your light shining with 
the love of Jesus, and always be his hands, his feet, 
and his heart. Let’s ... ask God where he wants us 
to bring the Kingdom to the world, and the world 
back to the Kingdom.” 

Edith, you are a blessing and an inspiration. Amen.

Top photo: Edith sharing her faith and love. Photo below: 
some of the WCC members who serve on an Outreach  
team with Edith’s House.

M
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PERIODICAL        TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

dith Perlin has a remarkable 
life story that involves many 
years of heartache and  
suffering. These days she  

shares the love of Jesus with people  
others have forgotten about — out on  
the streets and in the world every day.

God rescued Edith in 2002, changing her life forever. Edith had been an 
addict, sex trafficked, arrested, lost custody of her children, experienced 
many drug treatment programs, and spent 13 years in federal prison. 
Edith understands outreach, social services, homelessness, and relapse 
groups. In January 2017, God called her to the homeless community. 
She is now the Executive Director of Edith’s House and an ordained 
pastor, committed to empowering the community experiencing 
homelessness and educating the larger community.

Edith’s House forms outreach ministry teams who go out on the streets 
and into shelters, meeting homeless people where they are, offering 

“Bread broken 
and given ... 
wine poured and 
shared”

Lent Sermon Series 
February 26 - April 2
 
This Lent, we invite you to engage in the spiritual practice of seeking.  
Like the characters in our Lenten scriptures, we are also seeking many 
things: clarity, connection, wonder, justice, balance. We are seeking our 
calling, the sacred, and how to live as followers of Jesus. Throughout the 
turbulence of the past few years, many of us are asking big questions 
about our lives and our faith. We hope this series will help us unpack 
some of those big questions in ways that are honest and faithful. 

  WAYZATA COMMUNITY CHURCH              WINTER 2023

If the love and joy of Advent and 
Christmas were an aroma, this sea-
son our church smelled like freshly 
baked sugar cookies!  It was magical, 
beginning with the Christmas Tea and 
traditional Advent Workshop early in 
December, and the Advent sermons 
spoken by Danielle and Steve from 
the pulpit each Sunday. We heard 
God-inspired words shared by Edith 
Perlin, the dedicated founder of Edith’s 
House (and recipient of the this year’s 
Special Christmas offering). Lindy 
personally reflected on her deep grief 
in our Longest Night services. Parables 
held its first dedicated Christmas Eve 
service in the Chapel (be sure to read 
about how Danielle described that 
lively service!) And you, our faithful 
community, brought YOUR joy to our 
Advent, Christmas Eve, and Christmas 
Day worship services! We thank all of 
YOU— our members and friends— 
who generously shared your gifts of 
time, treasure, and talent to create 
this sparkly season. Enjoy this issue of 
inspire in celebration of all the gifts we 
experienced this Advent and Christ-
mas season.CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >  
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